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	Essential Understandings: 

1. The study of historical eras, events, trends and themes shapes our understanding of the past, the present, and the future.

2. The identity, behavior, and networks among groups of people influence cultural characteristics, cooperation, interdependence, and conflict with others.

3. Information is accessed from multiple sources and processed in multiple forms to draw logical conclusions, to make informed decisions, and to be applied to societal issues.

	Content Standards:

1. Events take place in specific historical eras and illustrate enduring themes that transcend time and place
2. Events in the global community have an impact on the security and well being of all of us.
3. The characteristics of cultural elements can be both common and distinct across groups of people.

4. The practices, products, and perspectives of a society impact people within and across the regions of the world.

5. People from diverse cultures interact and influence each other’s practices and products. 

6. Information and inquiry skills allow us to collect, organize, synthesize, and communicate information from multiple sources.

7. Interpersonal and group process skills enhance our ability to understand and work effectively with others.

8. Critical thinking and problem solving skills allow us to evaluate and analyze information to make informed decisions and draw evidence-based conclusions.


I - Introductory Concepts

	Essential Question: What tools and categorizations can assist us in Comparing Religions?

	

	Benchmarks (GLE’s)
	Learning Goals: Students will

	· Many institutions play a role in guiding, transmitting, preserving, and changing culture
· Specific ideas, decisions, beliefs, circumstances and values play an important role in influencing historical events.
· The Bill of Rights, the first ten amendments to the Constitution, outlines American civil liberties
· Compare and contrast ideas and concepts
· Recognize stereotypes, clichés, bias and propaganda techniques
	Identify and define essential vocabulary used to describe characteristics of religions 

	
	Define, describe, distinguish between, and cite examples of monist and theist paradigms of religion

	
	Analyze and provide applications of various theories of religion

	
	Apply the concepts regarding church/state separation articulated within the First Amendment


	Suggested Strategies
	· Personal statements;
·  on-line responses to quotations and parables;  

	Suggested Assessments
	· “Why Religion?” exercise; Summative assessment; 

	Suggested Resources
	· Handout “Religion East and West – A General Survey”; 
· “Why Religion?” worksheet; 
· summary worksheet

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· Use of class web-site http://blogs.rsd13ct.org/jselberg/ 

	Content Vocabulary
	· Monism, Theism, Atheism, Agnostic, Theology, Doctrine, sectarian, clergy, divinity, secular

	Lifelong Learning/21st Century Skills
	· Communicate effectively
· Habits of Mind
· Core Ethical Values





Strand II - Religions Sequence Units

This structure applies to the units of the six religious traditions sequentially studied in depth

Material unique to individual religions is denoted as H=Hinduism, J = Judaism, T = Chinese Philosophies, B = Buddhism, C = Christianity, I = Islam

	Essential Question: How does this religion express and realize enduring human values?

	

	Benchmarks (GLE’s)
	Learning Goals: Students will

	· Specific ideas, decisions, beliefs, circumstances and values play an important role in influencing historical events. 
· Many institutions play a role in guiding, transmitting, preserving, and changing culture
· The perspectives of various ethnic groups are evident in their political actions groups, art, music, literature, and media and in turn reflect and shape products and practices in the overall culture of a political region
· Social, political, economic, and environmental factors have contributed to human migration now and in the past.
· Geographic factors and processes (culture, war, trade, inventions, landforms) both contribute to and impede the development and diffusion of people, products, and ideas.
· Evaluate primary and secondary sources

	Explain at a basic level the cosmology and theology of the religion

	
	Explain the origins of the religion 
    J ( historical context
   T, B, C, I ( examine life of the founder
   B, C, I ( connect to other studied religions

	
	Analyze the evolution and spread of the religion over time 
   J, B, C, I (schisms – identify and describe various sects

	
	Explain the impact of historical events on the religion, and of the religion on historical events (J, C)

	
	Describe basic practices (historical and current) of the religion including regular worship and celebration of holidays

	
	Compare varying translations of religious texts (H, T)

	
	Identify similarities between the religion and others being studied





	Suggested Strategies
	· On-line responses to quotations and parables;
· H ( trip to Hindu Temple in Middletown
· J ( Seder meal
· T ( student translation of the Tao Te Ching  
· B ( meditation experiment

	Suggested Assessments
	· Homework responses primary sources;
·  Summative assessments for units;   

	Suggested Resources
	· Primary Sources: H ( Bhagavad Gita Excerpts; J ( Torah Excerpts; T ( Confucian Analects; Tao Te Ching. C ( The Sermon on the Mount; I ( Koran Excerpts
· J ( Newsweek “A Tale of Two Brothers”
· B ( film excerpts – “The Little Buddha”
· I ( examples of Dervish tales and writings of Sufi mystics
· Summary sheets

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· Use of class web-site http://blogs.rsd13ct.org/jselberg/ 
· H, C (Explanatory background Power Point

	Content Vocabulary
	· Dharma, Karma, Brahman, Atman, Bhakti Yoga, Avatar, Torah, Ten Commandments, Kosher, Mitzvah, Yom Kippur, Bris, Yin-Yang, Analects, Filial Piety, Tao, Chi, Wei-wu-wei, Buddha, Bodhisattva, Dukkha, Four Noble Truths, Zen, Koan, Messiah, Gospel, Communion, Crucifixion, Seven Sacraments, Islam, Koran, Allah, Shariah, Sufi

	Lifelong Learning/21st Century Skills
	· Access and process information 
· Communicate effectively
· Habits of Mind
· Core Ethical Values





Strand III - Religion’s Role in Society

	Essential Question: How does religion meet societal needs in different contexts?

	

	Benchmarks (GLE’s)
	Learning Goals: Students will

	· The Bill of Rights, the first ten amendments to the Constitution, outlines American civil liberties
· People in different cultures view current events and their causes and solutions from different perspectives. 
· Many institutions play a role in guiding, transmitting, preserving, and changing culture
· The perspectives of various ethnic groups are evident in their political action groups, art, music, literature, and media and in turn reflect and shape products and practices in the overall culture of a political region
· Many different ethnic and religious groups have benefitted from or been the target of government policy and programs
· Locate appropriate and varied information sources
· Evaluate the reliability, credibility, bias and validity of primary and secondary sources
	Describe variety of religious experience and expression in our own community 

	
	Investigate and compare some lesser known religions

	
	Describe the features of Animism

	
	Analyze how the practices and rules of religions relate to the functioning of a community

	
	Analyze impact of religions on current culture and on domestic and international events

	
	Examine and describe the pattern by which a religion shifts from an articulation of a set of philosophical and ethical principles to becoming a cultural and political institution





	Suggested Strategies
	· Research report on other religions: “Also Out There”
· Student submission of current articles illustrating religions role in society

	Suggested Assessments
	· Research report
· Submissions to website
· Summative testing

	Suggested Resources
	· Current periodicals
· “From Founder to Orthodoxy handout 

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· Use of class web-site http://blogs.rsd13ct.org/jselberg/ 
· “Also Out There” student presentations

	Content Vocabulary
	· Animism, Shaman, Divination, functionalist

	Lifelong Learning/21st Century Skills
	· Access and process information 
· Communicate effectively
· Produce quality work
· Habits of Mind
· Core Ethical Values





Strand IV – The Religious Experience

	Essential Question: How does religion meet universal human needs?

	

	Benchmarks (GLE’s)
	Learning Goals: Students will

	· Many institutions play a role in guiding, transmitting, preserving, and changing culture
· Communicate feelings, beliefs, content knowledge, and perspectives
· Listen actively and build upon the ideas of others
· Value and respect the viewpoints of others
· Compare and contrast ideas and concepts
· Examine and explain own thinking

	Consider and describe one’s own religious background and experience

	
	Compare and integrate material from the sequential curriculum

	
	Identify and articulate commonalities among the religions, as well as ways in which the common beliefs, ethics, and values find different expression in different religious contexts.

	
	Discuss, examine, and analyze a variety of ethical issues relating to religion

	
	Project ways in which the role of religion and individual’s experience of religion will be affected by modernization and globalization


	Suggested Strategies
	· Class discussion

	Suggested Assessments
	· Submissions to website
· Inclusion in unit summative testing

	Suggested Resources
	· Material prepared for rest of course

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· Use of class web-site http://blogs.rsd13ct.org/jselberg/ 

	Content Vocabulary
	· Equanimity, ineffability, reciprocity, karmic principle, transcendence

	Lifelong Learning/21st Century Skills
	· Habits of Mind
· Core Ethical Values


